
STATE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOR VIRGINIA 
JOINT SCHEV/PRIVATE COLLEGE ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
May 11, 2026 
 
MINUTES 
 
Ms. Miles called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. in the Lecture Area on the fourth floor 
of the Bortz Library at Hampden-Sydney College in Farmville, Virginia. 
 
She read a resolution allowing the remote participation of Council member, Lindsay Fryer. 
Council members voted to allow Ms. Fryer to participate unanimously. 
 
Council members present: Walter Curt, Raymond Haynes, Thaddeus Holloman, Charlie 
King, Delceno Miles, Cheryl Oldham, Doug Straley and Stephen Taylor. 
 
Council members participating virtually: Lindsay Fryer. 
 
Council members absent: William Harvey, Jason El Koubi, John Jumper and John Olsen. 
 
Staff members present: Lee Andes, Alisha Bazemore, Joe Dobrota,  Alan Edwards, Scott 
Fleming, Grace Khattar, Tod Massa, Erin McGrath, Jessica Minnis-McClain, Laura 
Osberger, Kirstin Pantazis, Emily Salmon and Kristin Whelan. 
 
Other notable attendees: Connor Andrews, Deputy Secretary of Education; Ambria Wood 
from the Office of the Attorney General; the Honorable Chris Peace, President of the 
Council of Independent Colleges in Virginia; and Sabena Moretz, Director of Government 
Relations and Member Services for the Council of Independent Colleges in Virginia. See 
the list of CICV Presidents who attended at the end of this document. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Ms. Miles introduced Dr. Frank Shushok, vice chair of the Private College Advisory Board 
(PCAB), whose opening remarks highlighted the unique contributions of private 
institutions to Virginia's higher education landscape. Ms. Miles asked each meeting 
participant to introduce themselves.  
 
President of the Council of Independent Colleges in Virginia (CICV), Chris Peace, 
welcomed the group, shared a bit of the history of private institutions in Virginia, and 
provided an overview of the evening’s events. Mr. Peace touched on the demographic 
cliff, the cost of attendance, and the broader image problem of colleges and universities. 
He highlighted some of the unique benefits of college attendance. He also discussed the 
ways the CICV and SCHEV can better share the benefits of college attendance with the 
broader population. He also discussed the various ways that the CICV supports 
independent institutions in Virginia. 
 
Mr. Scott Fleming, director of the State Council of Higher Education, welcomed the 
participants and thanked everyone for their work.  
 
REVIEW OF SCHEV’S STATEWIDE STRATEGIC PLAN AND THE ROLE OF 
INDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 



Dr. Edwards and Ms. Salmon shared a presentation titled "An Overview of Developing 
Tomorrow’s Talents: The Virginia Plan for Higher Education.” Dr. Edwards expressed 
his hope that the private colleges see themselves represented in the strategic plan. 
 
Ms. Salmon touched on the following in her presentation: 
 

1. Summarized SCHEV’s statutory responsibility and the planning process. 
 

2. Outlined the vision, goals, objectives and relevant strategies and measures.  
 

• Ready – prepare Virginia students to learn, work, contribute and lead. 

• Responsive – align higher education institutions to the needs of students, 
industry, labor markets, regional and Virginia’s economies. 

• Relevant – articulate and emphasize the value of higher education. 
 

3. Provided considerations for how private colleges can be involved in supporting 
the plan. 

 
Ms. Miles noted that the complete strategic plan is available on SCHEV’s website.  
 
Ms. Miles asked Ms. Salmon to discuss the metrics and measures further. President 
Williams of Hampton University asked whether there was anything in the plan 
specifically for private institutions. Ms. Salmon stated that many elements of the plan 
address the needs of private colleges. 
 
VIRGINIA INNOVATIVE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
 
Ms. Bazemore shared an update on the Virginia Talent + Opportunity Partnership 
(VTOP).  
 
Ms. Bazemore shared the number of students participating in undergraduate internship 
activities and the importance of capturing data that reflects student involvement. She 
noted that her team would reach out to the private institutions to help them better capture 
the data.  
 
Ms. Bazemore emphasized the importance of data collection efforts and the three 
domains in which they fall.  

1. Data and Governance & Work-based Learning Definitions– establishing. 
2. Data collection, quality and goal setting. 
3. Data reporting, transparency & sustainability. 

 
She encouraged the presidents to adopt the definitions of work-based learning to ensure 
a common language on campuses.  
 
Ms. Bazemore shared the resources available to students, institutions and employers 
through VTOP, as well as the types of grants available to private institutions. Ms. Miles 
asked whether the grant funding is entirely public and whether there are opportunities for 
partnerships and private funding.  
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Ms. Bazemore ended her presentation by highlighting Virginia Internship Day and 
encouraged all to participate. She also noted that, in 2026, VTOP is introducing the 
Virginia Internship Awards to recognize the top 50 interns in the Commonwealth. 
 
President Stimpert proposed an internship clearinghouse for employers to list available 
internships, where students could post their resumes and companies could post 
opportunities. Mr. Fleming shared that something like that exists and was launched by 
the VEDP in the fall. It is not widely used because many institutions already have their 
own matching service.  
 
2026 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OVERVIEW, STATE BUDGET AND TAG UPDATE 
 
Mr. Andes shared an update on the General Assembly's activities. He noted that much 
remains unknown, as the final state budget has not yet been passed. Mr. Andes 
introduced Joe Dobrota, the new director of financial aid at SCHEV. 
 
Mr. Andes updated the group on the use of TAG and the significant increase in 
participation in 2024. For 2026, the maximum award is $5,250, which represents a 
modest increase.  
 
Mr. Andes noted the following other results from the 2026 General Assembly session: 

 

• Funding was included in the budget for Hunger Free Campus pilot programs.  

• The House proposed $1 million in grants to support in-state students attending 
Virginia’s fifth HBCU, the University of Lynchburg. 

• Removed the Selective Service registration requirement to receive financial aid. 

• Implemented financial aid simplification for public institutions: phase out VGAP 
starting July 1, 2026. The state will continue to distribute the Commonwealth 
Award. 
 

Dr. Khattar highlighted the following from the 2026 General Assembly session: 
 

• SB215 prohibits prospective employers from asking candidates about their salary 
history. 

• HB468 requires SCHEV and the Virginia Department of Education to work together 
to develop guidelines for transitioning Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
for high school students entering college. Private institutions are encouraged to 
facilitate this at their institutions. 

• HB1226/SB445 allows the Department of Motor Vehicles to release information on 
specialty license plate purchasers to private colleges. 

 
GRADUATE FINANCIAL AID; THE IMPORTANCE OF GRADUATE TAG AND TAG 
UPDATE 
 
Ms. Moretz presented the importance of the graduate Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG).  
 



Ms. Moretz noted that Virginia private institutions enroll more graduate students than the 
public institutions. She highlighted the graduate programs that are and are not eligible for 
the new higher federal lending limits.  
 
She requested that the graduate TAG award be brought back into alignment with the 
undergraduate TAG award.  
 
Ms. Miles asked about the decline of international students. President Fitzsimmons 
described the impact on healthcare that the new lending restrictions will cause.  
 
LEADERSHIP REFLECTIONS: RESPONSES AND OBSERVATIONS FROM 
PRESIDENTS AND COUNCIL 
 
The members of the Private College Presidents each provided final reflections on the 
topics discussed and expressed their gratitude for SCHEV's work on behalf of higher 
education. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 
Ms. Miles adjourned the meeting at 5 p.m. 
 
 
 
  ___________________________________ 
  Delceno Miles 
  Council Vice Chair 
 
 
 
  ___________________________________ 
  Kristin Whelan 

Coordinator of Board and Executive Operations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Private College President Attendees 
 

Steve Peterson, Bluefield College 
Dixie Tooke-Rawlins, Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Lou Fincher, Emory & Henry University 
Larry Stimpert, Hampden-Sydney College 
Darrell K. Williams, Hampton University 

Mary Dana Hinton, Hollins University 
Dondi Costin, Liberty University 

Michael Hill, Randolph – Macon College 
Stephen Bruce, Regent University 

Frank Shushok, Jr., Roanoke College 
Tracy Fitzsimmons, Shenandoah University 
Tyson Cooper, Southern Virginia University 

Mary Pope Hutson, Sweet Briar College 
Alison Morrison-Sheltar, University of Lynchburg 

Hakim Lucas, Virginia Union University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


