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Purpose and Topics

Topics:
* Key Definitions and Purpose

* Policy Highlights
* Data

* Policy Considerations
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Definitions

* Dual Enrollment: Coursework taken by high school students under the aegis of an
agreement between a public school or district and a public institution of higher
education, wherein a student takes coursework that both (1) counts toward high
school graduation requirements and (i1) is designed to result in earned college
credits. The pedagogy associated with such coursework may take place in the high
school, on a college campus, at a third location, online, or in any combination of the
above.

* Credit Acceptance/Transferability: A college accepts the credit.

* Credit Application: Means that credit counts toward a student’s degree or major.
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Dual Enrollment: Purpose

Afford qualified high school students the opportunity to enroll in college-level coursework while
concurrently satisfying high school graduation requirements. Dual enrollment programs have many
potential benefits that include improving the student’s ability to complete postsecondary programs
efficiently, enriching educational opportunities, and preparing for future employment. Dual enrollment
courses should:

* Provide access to post-secondary education and pathways into the workforce;

*  Expose students to rigorous coursework;

*  Contribute to enhanced student success and quality outcomes in postsecondary education; and
»  Afford the opportunity to reduce time to completion and cost in post-secondary education.

It 1s the mutual responsibility of higher education institutions, schools, and districts to ensure that dual

enrollment offerings enable fulfillment of the above purposes according to students’ interests, abilities,
and aspirations.
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Dual Enrollment Specific Policy Highlight

* Offering of “Dual Enrollment”: Establishes the Virginia Community
College System as the default provider of dual enrollment within the state.

* Dual Enrollment Course Transferability:
* Principle of Parallel Transferability

e Outlines quality assurance.

* Passport and UCGS: Establishes the Passport and UCGS programs and
applicability to dual enrollment coursework.

* Pathway Maps: Provides parameters for the development of program-
specific curricular pathways applicable to dual enrollment coursework.
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Dual Enroliment Fall Headcount: 10-year Trend
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Dual Enroliment Fall Headcount: 10-year Trend by Race
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Key Metrics: Dual Enroliment & Completion

* Seventy-six percent growth in dual enrollment participation over the last 10-years.

* Approximately 95% of all dual enrollment coursework is provided by the Virginia
Community College System (VCCS).

* Baccalaureate completion:
* Students earning < 11 credits: 46.7% graduated w/n 4 years
e Students earning 12-23 credits: 58.6% graduated w/n 4 years
e Students earning > 24 credits: 60.8% graduated w/n 4 years
* Students with no dual enrollment credit: 48.5% graduated w/n 4 years
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Profile of DE Participation and Postsecondary Results

Dual Enrollment Students Graduating in 2024

# of DE Courses Taken # Students % of DE students Estimated % all HS Grads
1 to 2 Courses 14,494 43% 12-15%
3to5 Courses 9,997 30% 8-11%
6 to 9 Courses 4,987 15% 4-5%
10 or more courses 4,026 12% 3-5%

SOURCE: JLARC staff analysis of VCCS student, class, course, and graduation data for high school students graduating in 2024.
NOTE: Represents cohorts of students who graduated from high school in 2024 and had taken at least one dual enrollment course during high school.

Does not represent exact total of dual enrollment students in the graduating year cohort because some students are excluded when courses were not for
credit or did not report a grade.

Five-year Average (11-12 to 15-16): Dual Enrollment vs. Non-Dual Enrollment Students

Student * % Completer Time to Award | Median BA Debt Median Wage 6-yr Post Entry
DE 86.1% 4.19 25,170 32,546
Non-DE 82.2% 4.35 25,090 30,789

* = FTIC, Full-time enrollment at entry
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Comparison of Primary Reasons Students Take Dual Enroliment and Intent
to Take Four-Years
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DE Students Earning an Associate Degree in High School
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Policy Options for Council Consideration

* Develop strategies and provide additional funding to high school staff to
improve advising around dual enrollment programs and offerings;

* Provide/Recommend incentives for high school teachers to pursue graduate
coursework to become credentialed;

* Develop an effective communication strategy to educate school district and
high school staff on dual enrollment practices and policy;

* Develop effective strategies for the VCCS and school divisions to
offer equitable access to dual enrollment programs; or

* Further support students earning dual enrollment credits access to
additional postsecondary opportunities.
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