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The essential, indispensable 
member of any team addressing 
education policy.
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We believe in the power of learning 
from experience, and we know 
informed policymakers create better 
education policy.

WHAT WE DO.

|    ecs.org



Research Report Convene Counsel

HOW WE DO IT.
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Agenda

• Overview of national enrollment 
trends.

• Specific trends by student 
characteristics, credential type, 
institution characteristics, and state.

• State activity related to enrollment.

• Questions.
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Data

All data presented is from the National 
Student Clearing House’s November 
11, 2025 report, Clearinghouse 
Enrollment Insights Series: Preliminary 
Fall 2025 Enrollment Trends.

Link to Data Source

https://nscresearchcenter.org/prelim-fall-enrollment-trends/
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Overview of 
National 
Enrollment Trends
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2%
Increase
in postsecondary 
enrollment over fall  
2024.
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2.4%
Increase
in undergraduate 
enrollment over fall  
2024.
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6.6%
Increase
in undergraduate 
certificate program 
enrollment over fall  
2024.
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0.1%
Increase
in graduate enrollment 
over fall  2024.
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0.1%
Increase
in graduate enrollment 
over fall  2024.
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Enrollment Trends 
by Student 
Characteristics
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Undergraduate Enrollment Trends by Age
• The number of 18-year old students enrolled in fall of 2025 

is up 3.2 percent from fall of 2024.

• The number of adult students (ages 25 or older) enrolled in 
fall 2025 increased from the fall of 2024.

• Ages 25 to 29: increased by 3.3 percent.
• Ages 30 or older: increased by 2.7 percent.
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Undergraduate Enrollment Trends by 
Enrollment Intensity

• The number of full-time students enrolled in fall of 2025 is 
up 2.2 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of part-time students enrolled in fall 2025 
increased by 2.7 percent from the fall of 2024.
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Undergraduate Enrollment Trends by 
Race/Ethnicity

• The number of white students enrolled in fall of 2025 is 
down 3.7 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of Hispanic students enrolled in fall 2025 
increased by 3.1 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of Black students enrolled in fall 2025 
increased by 3.5 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of Asian students enrolled in fall of 2025 is 
down 3.7 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of Multicultural students enrolled in fall 2025 
increased by 2.9 percent from the fall of 2024.
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Undergraduate Enrollment Trends by 
Neighborhood Income

• The number of students in the top quartile enrolled in fall of 2025 
increased by 1 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of students in the upper middle quartile enrolled in fall 
of 2025 increased by 1.9 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of students in the middle quartile enrolled in fall of 2025 
increased by 3 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of students in the lower middle quartile enrolled in fall of 
2025 increased by 3.7 percent from the fall of 2024.

• The number of students in the bottom quartile enrolled in fall of 2025 
increased by 3.3 percent from the fall of 2024.
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Undergraduate 4-year Enrollment Trends 
in Top Ten Major Fields

• For the respective major fields, all data represents a 
change from the previous year (fall 2024):

• Business, Management, Marketing, and Related Support: 3.2 percent increase.
• Health Professions and Related Clinical Sciences: 6.2 percent increase.
• Liberal Arts and Sciences, General Studies and Humanities: 2.5 percent 

decrease.
• Engineering: 7.5 percent increase.
• Biological and Biomedical Sciences: 3.2 percent increase.
• Computer and Information Sciences and Support Services: 7.7 percent 

decrease.
• Psychology: 0.4 percent decrease.
• Education: 1.3 percent increase.
• Social Sciences: 1.6 percent increase.
• Visual and Performing Arts: 3.6 percent decrease.
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Enrollment Trends 
by Credential 
Type



|    ecs.org

Enrollment Trends by Credential Type
• For the respective credential type, all data represents a 

change from the previous year (fall 2024):
• Undergraduate certificate: 6.6 percent increase.
• Associate: 3.1 percent increase.
• Bachelor’s: 1.2 percent increase.
• Master’s: 0.6 percent decrease.
• Doctoral: 1.1 percent increase.
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Enrollment Trends 
by Institutional 
Characteristics
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Enrollment Trends by Award Level and 
Sector

• For the respective award level and sectors, all data 
represents a change from the previous year (fall 2024):

• Undergraduate:
• Public 4-year: 1.9 percent increase
• Private nonprofit 4-year: 0.9 percent increase.
• Public 2-year: 3.9 percent increase.

• Graduate:
• Public 4-year: 0.3 percent increase.
• Private 4-year: 0.6 decrease.
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Enrollment Trends by Admissions 
Selectivity

• For the respective admission selectivity classifications for 4-
year public and private nonprofit 4-year institutions, all 
data represents a change from the previous year (fall 
2024):

• Highly Selective: 0.7 percent increase.
• Very Competitive: 1.1 percent increase.
• Competitive: 1.8 percent 
• Less Selective: 3.3 percent increase.
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Enrollment Trends by Institution Locale
• For the respective institution locale, all data represents a 

change from the previous year (fall 2024):
• Urban: 2.2 percent increase.
• Suburban: 2.6 percent increase.
• Town: 2.7 percent 
• Rural: 4.0 percent increase.
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Enrollment Trends 
Across the States
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Enrollment Trends Across the States
• Preliminary data from fall 2025 shows that 35 states 

(including Washington, D.C.) are seeing enrollment 
growth, with five states experiencing enrollment declines.

• Preliminary data from fall 2025 shows Virginia has a 2.3 
percent increase in enrollment for all students.
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State Approaches 
to Increasing 
Enrollment
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Student Support Strategies
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Indiana

Ivy Achieves
• Program focused on supporting first-

year, first-time college students.

• Students are connected with a 
designated Student Success & 
Support Team.

• The team focuses on connecting 
students to activities and guidance 
to navigate college.
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Iowa

Pathways for Academic Career and 
Employment Program
• Funding program for community 

colleges to develop programs to 
support students in entering 
postsecondary education and 
training and attaining a credential.
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Aligning Programs and Resources to 
Meet Student and Labor Market Needs
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Indiana

Workforce Ready Grant Program
• Covers tuition and mandatory fees 

for eligible high-value certificate 
programs.

• Eligible high-value certificate 
programs were selected based on:

• Employer demand.
• Wages.
• Job placement.
• Program completion rates.

• There is no income restriction on 
program eligibility.
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Massachusetts

MassReconnect
• Provides funds for free community 

college for resident students 25 years 
and older.

• There is no income restriction on 
program eligibility.
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Massachusetts

MassEducate
• Provides funds for free community 

college for all resident students 
regardless of age or income.

• Students may also qualify for an 
allowance of $1,200 for books, 
supplies, and other related costs.
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Establishing Resources that Support 
Data-Driven Enrollment Strategies
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Indiana

• Ivy Tech has established a clear 
strategic plan related to student 
retention.

• Ivy Tech’s data dashboards have 
real-time data that is leveraged for 
decision making at the institution 
and system level.
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Enrollment and Re-Enrollment 
Campaigns
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Efforts at the 
Institutional 

Level

• Ivy Tech (IN) targeted outreach and 
re-enrollment work leveraging their 
data systems.

• Wake Tech (NC)worked with 
InsideTrack to carry out re-
enrollment campaigns.



THANK YOU
Tom Keily
tkeily@ecs.org 

Joel Moore
jmoore@ecs.org 
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Questions
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