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Christopher Newport University Mission Statement (excerpted)  
 
The mission of Christopher Newport University is to provide educational and cultural 
opportunities that benefit CNU students, the residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the 
nation. Christopher Newport provides outstanding academic programs, encourages service and 
leadership within the community, and provides opportunities for student involvement in 
nationally and regionally recognized research and arts programs.  
 
Our primary focus is excellence in teaching, inspired by sound scholarship. . . We are 
committed to providing a liberal arts education that stimulates intellectual inquiry and fosters 
social and civic values. Christopher Newport students acquire the qualities of mind and spirit 
that prepare them to lead lives with meaning and purpose. As a state university, we are 
committed to service that shapes the economic, civic, and cultural life of our community and 
Commonwealth.  
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Summary of Accomplishments  
Dr. Rebecca Bromley-Trujillo is an accomplished teacher-scholar who is heavily engaged in 
service to her students, institution, profession, and broader community. She is an Associate 
Professor of Political Science at Christopher Newport University, earning her PhD at Michigan 
State University in 2011. She also serves as the Research Director of the Wason Center for 
Civic Leadership at CNU, since 2020. Her primary fields include environmental policy, American 
political behavior and state politics. Each of these areas of interest are deeply integrated into all 
forms of her work with students, the discipline, and the broader community. Her work directly 
ties into the mission of Christopher Newport University through her dedication to service and 
leadership. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo provides numerous educational opportunities for students and 
community members alike through her work in the classroom and the Wason Center. She also 
encourages her students to pursue careers in leadership and fight for the greater good.  
 
Scholarship of Teaching 
     Dr. Bromley-Trujillo is a dedicated teacher who promotes critical thinking, deep learning, 
civic engagement, and the development of practical skills throughout her courses. She teaches 
a wide array of classes that capture the fundamentals of American government, the rise of 
political polarization, political campaign strategies, the significance of state and local politics, 
and the intricacies of public policy and environmental politics.  Her classes offer students the 
opportunity to fully immerse themselves in course topics through innovative assignments and 
community engagement activities. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo encourages discussion from diverse 
viewpoints in the classroom, providing a safe environment for civil discourse on political issues. 
 To illustrate, students in Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s public policy and environmental policy courses 
write a policy report that is solutions-oriented. By scaffolding this assignment students can take 
a deep dive into the policy realm; they learn how to craft public policy to address important 
public problems and communicate their findings through speech and writing. Students begin 
with a “brainstorming guide” where they identify a policy problem, indicate why it is important, 
and how the policy issue may affect groups of people differently. They follow with an annotated 
bibliography that immerses them in relevant academic and policy research. After receiving 
feedback along the way, students write a policy analysis offering an assessment of policy 
solutions and a final recommendation. This assignment goes well beyond a traditional paper, 
requiring students to craft a document that incorporates key information that is both visually and 
substantively compelling to policy makers. They can then use this report in the real world, either 
to advocate for public policy, or as a writing sample for a job application.  
 Dr. Bromley-Trujillo also encourages direct civic engagement and open dialogue on 
complex political issues. As part of her campaigns and elections and political behavior courses, 
students put together a voter guide that includes practical information on the voting process in 
addition to the issue positions of candidates running in upcoming elections. The completed voter 
guide is distributed to the campus community at a major campus annual event, “Captains Vote.” 
One of the primary goals of this community engaged assignment is to facilitate positive 
democratic participation and discourse. She also facilitates this in the classroom environment 
through structured discussions on policy issues. Students frequently share positive comments 
about Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s teaching, with an emphasis on the openness of the classroom 
environment and her ability to get students interested in topics they were previously 
uninterested in.  The following quotes from student evaluations are illustrative of this:  

• “Dr. Bromley-Trujillo created a safe environment where people can share differing opinions 
and views and have a respectful and productive discussion. I enjoyed working in groups and I 
especially liked when we got to do the review jeopardy game. In addition, something that I 
noticed was she presented the information in an objective, neutral, and unbiased way while 
also providing the facts so we can make our own informed decisions. Overall, Dr. BT 
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challenged my preconception that politics is boring, and I actually enjoyed class content and 
class discussions.” 
• “Dr. Bromley-Trujillo is a one-of-a-kind professor who puts her students above all else. She is 
dependable and shares positive feedback consistently, her classes are fun, funny, and 
engaging. I found myself enjoying articles about environmental policy, a topic that I had not 
been well introduced to before this class.” 
• “Dr. BT is an excellent professor! She starts each class trying to engage and know her 
students. She keeps class engaging for people of all backgrounds. You can tell she truly 
wants to be here and loves what she does. Dr. BT should be highly considered for any and all 
leadership roles in the future.” 

 
Scholarship of Discovery 
    Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s scholarly work is well-regarded across both academic and public 
circles given her intentionality in sharing her work in both academic and public outlets. Her work 
receives local, national, and international attention and furthers numerous specific goals 
including 1.) advancement of academic research in her primary subfields 2.) to inform public 
policy developments to solve public problems, and 3.) to inform the democratic process in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and reduce partisan polarization.  Dr. Bromley-Trujillo has published 
over 55 peer reviewed journal articles, book chapters, survey reports, book reviews, 
encyclopedia entries, and academic blog entries. She also has a co-authored book contract with 
Sage Publications for a state and local politics textbook that is near completion. In addition, as a 
co-PI she has received $29,300 in research grant funding to conduct projects associated with 
subnational climate policymaking and state-level lobbying. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo has also given 
dozens of public and invited lectures and recorded numerous podcasts in her areas of 
expertise. One such podcast has been shortlisted for an Independent Podcast Award in the 
category, Educational: Environment & Natural World.    
 Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s scholarship provides notable contributions in the areas of state 
policymaking, federalism, environmental politics, and American political behavior. Among her 20 
peer-reviewed journal articles are notable exemplars of her work described below. Early in her 
career Dr. Bromley-Trujillo established herself as an expert in U.S. environmental policy with 
some of her earliest work focused on brownfield redevelopment and state climate change policy. 
On the former, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo conducted extensive field research in the state of Michigan, 
locating brownfield sites and documenting their condition over several years. Through this 
research she and her co-author were able to establish the impacts of Michigan’s new brownfield 
law, which contributes to academic research and policy development and implementation.  
 Next, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo wrote several papers focused on subnational climate change 
policy. This work has contributed significantly to both political science and environmental policy 
research. In one project she explores the impact of partisanship, interest groups, and energy 
production on state climate policy. This work has contributed substantially to academic literature 
in terms of methodology and understanding state policy. The paper is methodologically 
advanced using a pooled-event history analysis to capture a range of environmental policy 
developments that diffused across the states. It also earned her a best paper award from the 
Kentucky Political Science Association and is in the top 20 most cited papers on policy diffusion. 
Dr. Bromley-Trujillo also published work on the impact of temperature anomalies on the agenda 
setting process within state legislatures on climate legislation. This paper continues to be one of 
the top 10 most downloaded papers from the highly regarded State Politics and Policy Quarterly 
journal, years after it was published.  
 These publications eventually culminated in a grant award to further study climate change 
policy using a new lens focused on lobbying behavior in state legislatures. It is long known that 
interest groups including investor-owned and public utilities, fossil fuel interests, unions and 
environmental groups are active in blocking or advancing environmental policy, yet there was 
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not available data to conduct a proper analysis. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo and her co-authors 
developed an extensive dataset that hosts lobbying records across thousands of bills for 18 
U.S. states. This dataset is one of a kind and can be used by other scholars to understand the 
effects of state-level lobbying on policy. This paper received the Best Journal Article Award from 
the State Politics and Policy section of the American Political Science Association in 2025. 
 Dr. Bromley-Trujillo has also conducted a series of studies on U.S. federalism culminating in 
three published journal articles between 2022-2025 in the top subfield journal, Publius: The 
Journal of Federalism. These articles contribute to significant theoretical advancements 
regarding important shifts in US federalism with coverage on the judicialization of American 
politics, and transactional federalism seen in recent years. She is currently working on two book 
chapters that capture the nuance of the U.S. federal system in relation to climate change policy.  
 
Scholarship of Knowledge Integration 
     Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s work is an exemplar of knowledge integration in multiple respects. First, 
she teaches courses in the liberal learning core at CNU, which are taken by students from a 
diverse set of majors. In addition, she teaches distinctly interdisciplinary classes, bringing 
together several fields within the social sciences and natural sciences. For example, Dr. 
Bromley-Trujillo has developed a new course at CNU on U.S. environmental policy that 
integrates students majoring in environmental studies, criminal justice, biology, political science, 
and sociology, among others. The course covers readings on environmental justice, public 
policy, water systems, and the use of science in the policy process. In addition, as noted in the 
teaching section, students produce research work in this course that spans across subfields.  
    Dr. Bromley-Trujillo also collaborates on research across fields, particularly in relation to her 
work on environmental policy issues. She currently serves as a working group co-chair for the 
Climate Social Science Network (CSSN), a position she has held for five years. CSSN is a 
highly regarded network of scholars that conduct research on climate change. The working 
group she co-leads includes scholars across disciplines including sociology, communications, 
political science, and public administration. In addition, these scholars work in universities 
across the globe and have diverse backgrounds. As co-chair, she serves as a mentor to new 
scholars, while also leading several projects associated with U.S. climate change politics and 
policy. Scholars in the working group collaborate on research projects, produce policy briefs and 
op-eds, and come together at an annual conference to disseminate research findings. In 
addition, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo and her co-chair run a workshop series where CSSN members can 
present their research and receive feedback. Moreover, a large set of working group members 
came together under Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s leadership in writing a highly regarded paper on the 
challenges of adopting climate policy in the United States, with a clearly identified set of 
solutions to address these challenges. This paper was published in Climatic Change, a 
respected interdisciplinary journal with a global audience. The working group is currently writing 
an annual review piece that will inform academic and public audiences on the shifts in 
subnational climate change policy in response to federal policy changes.  
 
Scholarship of Service 
    Dr. Bromley-Trujillo has dedicated herself to service both within and outside of CNU with 
three primary goals: 1.) to be an active campus citizen that contributes to the positive growth of 
CNU, 2.) to make meaningful connections with the surrounding community and inform the 
Commonwealth on policy issues and elections and 3.) to contribute to the political science 
discipline in building knowledge, mentoring individuals from diverse backgrounds, and 
advancing research in environmental policy, state politics, federalism, and political behavior. Dr. 
Bromley-Trujillo has pursued these service goals through several avenues including her work at 
the Wason Center for Civic Leadership, her service work within the political science department, 
other key University leadership roles, and professional service positions.  
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      At the Wason Center Dr. Bromley-Trujillo writes and analyzes election and policy surveys 
that inform the democratic process and allow for numerous community connections. Survey 
work is both an art and a science and she takes her role as a non-partisan pollster seriously. 
The Wason Center is considered the premier survey operation in the state and is recognized 
nationally. 538, a division of ABC news, ranked the Wason polling center 18th out of over 500 
across the nation, ahead of well-known polls such as Gallup in 2024. In her five years in this 
role, she has produced and analyzed over 30 surveys, some of which were contracted by 
notable organizations such as the AARP and the Richmond Times-Dispatch. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo 
publishes a public report for each survey, informing the broader community about policy and 
election issues. Moreover, in the past five years she has given over 150 interviews to media 
outlets. She also regularly speaks to community organizations about elections and policy, 
including rotary clubs, K-12 schools, CNU alumni chapters and many others.   
 The Wason Center also runs a student scholarship program, the Wason Scholars, which 
currently has 25 students. These students learn leadership skills through several opportunities 
provided by the center. For example, the center hosts three Distinguished Virginians (DV) a year 
who are engaged in public service. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo moderates discussions between our 
Wason Scholars and DVs, giving the students an opportunity to learn about leadership from a 
diverse group of leaders. We have hosted political figures such as Rep. McClellan and Rep. 
Comstock, and Newport News Mayor Jones. We have also hosted business, government and 
nonprofit leaders such as Glen Oder, BK Fulton and Christy Coleman. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo also 
works with Wason Center staff to put on campus and community events. For instance, the 
center hosts events such as Captains Vote Day, a large-scale voter registration drive and voter 
education event that welcomes community members and students.  
 Dr. Bromley-Trujillo is also dedicated to university service through department and CNU 
committees. For example, she served as chair of the Undergraduate Degrees Committee (UDC) 
and served as a member of the Undergraduate Assessment Committee (UAC) for three years. 
She has also served on numerous faculty search committees including for the pre-law director. 
The committee successfully hired the Honorable William (Bill) Mims for this role. In addition, Dr. 
Bromley-Trujillo served on the Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) topic selection committee 
which worked towards establishing a new QEP to improve student success at CNU. This role 
included conducting research on CNU strengths and weakness related to student success, 
hosting town halls and focus groups to engage faculty, staff, and students, and writing topic 
recommendations for President Kelly. She is continuing her QEP work this academic year by 
running a pod of faculty and staff to inform implementation of the QEP topic, AI literacy. She also 
serves CNU as a member of the Faculty Senate, which informs key University decisions.  
 Dr. Bromley-Trujillo is incredibly active in service to her profession. For instance, she has 
served on two prominent journal editorial boards including State Politics and Policy Quarterly 
and State and Local Government Review. She is currently in her fourth year of a four-year term, 
serving as special issue co-editor for Publius: The Journal of Federalism. In this role, Dr. 
Bromley-Trujillo works with a co-editor to seek out manuscripts for submission to the Annual 
Review Special Issue, on timely topics related to federalism. She has also served on countless 
awards committees to recognize work in her fields of expertise. She has also served as a 
conference program chair and is peer reviewer on approximately 20 journal articles annually.  
 
Conclusion 
 In summary, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s work is balanced across teaching, scholarship, knowledge 
integration, and service. Her work is central to CNU’s mission aimed at creating well-rounded 
students that are prepared to lead in their communities upon graduation. Moreover, Dr. Bromley-
Trujillo’s work serves to inform the democratic process in Virginia, move scholarship forward on 
timely policy issues, and bring together scholars across a range of academic disciplines.  
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Personal Statement  
I have long believed that Americans have many shared goals and values that demonstrate that 
we have more in common with each other than not. In the United States, however, political 
polarization has hamstrung our ability to hear and understand each other and seek common 
ground. As the two dominant political parties move further apart, it has led to an us versus them 
mentality that is damaging to public life. By demonizing the other side, it becomes easy to be 
cynical about politics and hold disdain for our fellow Americas, which is deeply harmful to our 
communities. Much of my career has been spent trying to address the challenges of polarization 
head on, through time spent working with students, service to my university and profession, 
outreach to the community, and through academic research that informs public policy.  
 In the classroom I encourage students to consider policy and political issues through 
small group and whole class discussion with open hearts and minds. A typical class with me 
begins with an academic lecture, that is then tied directly to what is happening in current politics 
and policy. I pose questions to students throughout these lectures, encouraging them to really 
think beyond the basics of the material and to link this material to their own lives and the lives of 
our community. I then proceed to break up the class into small groups where they explore 
specific discussion questions meant to encourage critical thinking. The most common feedback 
I get from my classes is that I make students feel safe and comfortable to explore sometimes 
very controversial issues in an academic setting. Students come away from my classes having 
not only heard opposing arguments but also having considered them and begun to understand 
where those arguments are coming from. Understanding each other is an important step in 
becoming less polarized. I also remind my students frequently that while there are clearly key 
issues where people disagree, we have a lot of shared policy beliefs and values in common. 

I demonstrate shared policy beliefs directly by presenting the results of policy surveys I 
have written and conducted at the Wason Center. While many view surveys as a way to track 
the horse race of political campaigns, I view them as a tool of the democratic process. Through 
surveys, we can inform politicians and the public alike on the views of the American people. This 
allows politicians the opportunity to effectively represent the views of their constituents, but also 
frequently shows that Republicans, Democrats, and Independents share numerous views on 
policy. For example, the Wason Center produces an annual “State of the Commonwealth” 
survey that allows Virginians to express their views on policy proposals being considered by the 
governor and General Assembly. I have heard personally from members of the General 
Assembly who say this information helps them fairly represent both their own constituents, but 
also all members of the Commonwealth. In addition, it is common for seemingly controversial 
issues ranging from abortion to gun policy to actually demonstrate common ground across the 
ideological spectrum in our surveys. These surveys stand as a reminder that we as a people 
agree on numerous policy issues. 

Political science research shows that elected representatives in both Congress and state 
legislatures often over or underestimate popular support for public policy, particularly on 
controversial issues.  As such, our elected officials often do not follow through with the will of the 
public, even when the public is very consistent in their support over time. My work at the Wason 
Center helps directly address this challenge through the sharing of information. In other words, 
the Wason Center is a vehicle through which to break through the noise of partisan politics and 
find shared visions for the country that improve people’s lives and reduce polarization. To 
ensure that this information is received across the Commonwealth, I give regular talks to 
community groups and conduct interviews with the press to further disseminate this information. 
I have presented at rotary club meetings, non-partisan leadership institutes such as the 
Sorenson Institute, and served as a panelist related to election and policy topics.  
 A policy issue where polarization has arguably had the largest impact is the 
environment, which is the primary subject of my academic research. Environmental issues were 
in fact quite bipartisan in the 1960s and 1970s only becoming heavily polarized in the last 
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twenty years. Moreover, this intense polarization is more substantial among political elites than it 
is among everyday Americans. My and other’s research demonstrates that polarization has 
heavily contributed to the spread of misinformation on the environment, which has produced 
significant barriers to reasonable policy developments at the national and subnational level.  

Much of my work in and outside the classroom serves to understand these challenges 
around environmental policy and find ways to advance bipartisan legislation. As co-chair of the 
“Climate Conflict in the U.S. States” working group at the Climate Social Science Network, I 
have led projects with a diverse group of faculty that do just that. For example, in my co-
authored work, “Climate Policy Conflict in the U.S. States: A Critical Review and way Forward,” 
we identify several factors associated with climate policy obstruction including political party 
governance, interest group lobbying, misinformation campaigns, and a divided pro-climate 
policy coalition. We then offer a series of solutions to these challenges, such as identifying the 
co-benefits related to advancing renewable energy such as improvements in public health, 
economic development, and racial justice.  
 My research work also explores factors that shape public opinion on climate change 
including framing by the media, interest groups, and political elites. I received a Faculty 
Development Grant to examine how visual images and text that emphasize human-related 
impacts of climate change alter the level of concern and support for climate change policy. Once 
we can fully understand how information is processed differently among the population, this can 
also provide a way forward in counteracting misinformation about environmental issues.  
 I have taken multiple opportunities to share my research work with both academic and 
public audiences, including through conference presentations, invited talks, and podcast 
recordings. For instance, in 2024 I presented at the World Affairs Council’s “Great Decisions” 
lecture series on “Climate Change Challenges and Solutions.” Over 60 community members 
attended the presentation and asked highly engaging questions throughout. I have also 
conducted interviews aired on public radio, again with the goal of reaching a wider audience 
beyond academic circles.  
 In addition, I work with and mentor students on projects related to environmental issues. 
In the classroom, my students have the opportunity to come up with innovative policy solutions 
through course projects. For instance, one of my students wrote an energy policy paper in my 
U.S. environmental policy class that he went on to publish in CNUs competitive undergraduate 
research journal. He went on to a PhD program at the University of California, Santa Barbara 
where he is writing a dissertation on environmental policy. As a mentor, I have supervised 
numerous student environmental policy projects. For example, I worked with a CNU Summer 
Scholar on a project that considers the ways in which media coverage of climate change has 
contributed to differences in public policy across the American states. That student went on to 
receive a master’s degree in environmental studies. I have also served as an advisor on several 
student research projects presented at CNU’s annual student research conference, PAIDEIA.  
 To briefly conclude, my life’s work centers on breaking through the partisan divide at 
multiple levels. At the broadest level, I hope to contribute information to the public and political 
elites demonstrating the areas where our communities can come together to make positive 
change. In the classroom, I aim to bridge the divide between students across the political 
spectrum by providing them opportunities to share thoughts on controversial issues, use critical 
thinking skills, and to pose evidence-based arguments throughout these discussions. On 
environmental policy specifically, my work contributes to interdisciplinary knowledge while also 
being directly relevant to the adoption of public policy that protects our environment, the health 
of our communities, and advances economic growth through the renewable energy sector.   
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Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae  
Education 
2011  Ph.D. Michigan State University, Department of Political Science 
2008  M.A. Michigan State University, Department of Political Science 
2005 B.A. University of Texas-San Antonio, Department of Political Science 
 
Academic Appointments 
2018-present   Associate (2020) and Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 

Christopher Newport University  
2011- 2018   Assistant Professor, Martin School of Public Policy and Administration,        
              University of Kentucky (tenure-track) 
 
Select Peer-Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters 
Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca and Michael Dichio. 2025. “The State of American  
 Federalism 2024-2025: Resisting and Reinforcing the Rise of the Transactional  
 Presidency.” Publius: The Journal of Federalism 55(3), 415–444.  
Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca, Joshua Basseches, Kayla Gurganus, and Leigh Raymond.  
 2025. “Elite Cues, Media Framing and Public Opinion on Climate Change.”  
 Review of Policy Research, Early View https://doi.org/10.1111/ropr.70015 
Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca. 2024. “US States and Climate Policy,” Elgar Encyclopedia of  

Climate Policy. pp 253-256 Edward Elgar Publishing.  
Hall, Galen, Joshua A. Basseches, Rebecca Bromley-Trujillo, and Trevor Culhane. 2024.  

“CHORUS: A New Dataset of State Interest Group Policy Positions in the United 
States.” State Politics and Policy Quarterly. First View, 1– 26.  

Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca, Dave Ciuk, Andrew Kirkpatrick and Rachel Bitecofer. 2024. 
“Seeing is Believing: The Role of Place in Mitigating Partisan Attitudes Toward the 
Environment.” State and Local Government Review 56(1): 42-59 

Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca, Brandon Dunk and Andrew Karch. 2023. “Analyzing  
Variation in State Newspaper Coverage of Climate Change.” Climatic Change 176(174).  

Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca and Paul Nolette. 2023. “The State of American Federalism 2022- 
2023: The Escalating Culture Wars in the States.” Publius: The Journal of Federalism 53  
(3):325–348  

Basseches, J.A., Bromley-Trujillo, R., Boykoff, M.T. et al. 2022. “Climate Policy Conflict in the  
U.S. States: A Critical Review and way Forward.” Climatic Change 170, article 32  

Rebecca Bromley-Trujillo and Andrew Karch, 2021. “Salience, Scientific Uncertainty, and the 
 Agenda-Setting Power of Science.” Policy Studies Journal. 49(4): 992-1018. 
Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca and Mirya R. Holman. 2020. “Climate Change Policymaking in the  
 States: A view at 2020.” Publius: The Journal of Federalism.  
Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca, Mirya Holman and Andres Sandoval. 2019. “Hot Districts,  

Cool Legislation: Evaluating Agenda Setting and Policy Responsiveness in Climate 
Change Bill Sponsorship in U.S. States.” State Politics and Policy Quarterly.  

Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca, and John Poe. 2018. “The Importance of Salience:  Public Opinion  
 and State Policy Action on Climate Change.” Journal of Public Policy: 40(2): 280-304.  
Bromley‐Trujillo, Rebecca, J. S. Butler, John Poe, and Whitney Davis. 2016. “The Spreading of 

Innovation: State Adoptions of Energy and Climate Change Policy.” Review of Policy 
Research 33 (5): 544-565. 

 
Select Survey Reports  
2025 “In the Race for Governor Spanberger Leads Earle Sears by 12 Points Among Virginia 
Likely Voters” https://cnu.edu/wasoncenter/surveys/archive/2025-09-18.html  
2023  “Control of the General Assembly Appears up For Grabs; Voters Top Issues Include the  

https://doi.org/10.1111/ropr.70015
https://cnu.edu/wasoncenter/surveys/archive/2025-09-18.html
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Economy, Abortion, and K-12 Education” 
https://cnu.edu/wasoncenter/surveys/archive/2023-10-17.html  

2021 “Virginia Ideology Report” https://cnu.edu/wasoncenter/surveys/archive/2021-05-05.html  
 
Research Grants 
2021  Climate Social Science Network, “Mapping the Landscape of US Climate Policy 

Obstruction: Interest Group Influence in Statehouses.” Co-PI, $26,000  
2020 CNU Faculty Development Grant, “Humanizing the Impacts of Climate Change Through  

Episodic Visual and Text Frames,” $3,300 
 
Courses Taught at CNU 
American Political Behavior, U.S. Environmental Policy, Campaigns and Elections, Public Policy 
and Governance, State and Local Politics, Power and Politics in America 
 
Select Invited and Public Talks/University Panels  
2025 United Methodist Church talk on the VA General Assembly 
2024 Oyster Point Rotary Club talk “What to Expect in the 2024 Presidential Election” 
2024 "Education and Democracy" Panel organized by AAUP and PBK 
2024  World Affairs Council’s “Great Decisions” lecture “Climate Change Challenges and  
          Solutions”  
2023 “Pizza Politics, and Perspectives” on Virginia General Assembly elections 
2022 Sorenson Institute panelist 
2022 Virginia Business panelist 
 
Select Media Interviews/Appearances/Podcasts 
2025    “Threats to democracy now a top issue in Virginia governor's race” Axios Richmond 
2024    Wavy digital hour November election coverage; live in the newsroom 
2023    “Youngkin’s Election Day Hurdle: Democrats hope to block the governor’s rising  

national profile.”  USA Today, Nov. 3, 2023 
2023    Climate Change: America and the World Podcast, London School of Economics  
2022 POD Virginia “Elaine Luria, Jen Kiggans, and the Race for Virginia’s 2nd District 
2022  The Politics Hour, WAMU radio interview 
2020  “How Media Shapes Environmental Issues,” With Good Reason, NPR  
2020 On Gen Z climate activism, interviewed by Molly Longman, Sept. 25, 2020 “Gen Z’s  

Radical, Virtual Quest to Save The Planet,” The Refinery.  
 

Select Awards 
2025 Best Journal Article Award from the State Politics & Policy section of the American  

Political Science Association for, "CHORUS: A New Dataset of State Interest Group  
Policy Positions in the United States." 

 
Select University and Discipline Service 
2025  Member, Faculty Senate 
2024-present Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) Topic Selection Committee member 
2020-present  Research Director, Wason Center for Civic Leadership 
2023-2024  Chair, Undergraduate Degrees Committee 
2021-2024 Member, University Assessment Committee 
2020-2024 Working Group Co-Chair, Climate Social Science Network 
2022-2026 Annual Review Co-editor, Publius: The Journal of Federalism 
2020-2024 Member of the State Politics and Policy Editorial Board, 2022-2024 
2018-2022 Member of the Committee on the Status of Women in the South, SPSA  
2018-2021 Member of the State and Local Government Review Editorial Board 

https://cnu.edu/wasoncenter/surveys/archive/2023-10-17.html
https://cnu.edu/wasoncenter/surveys/archive/2021-05-05.html
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Letters of Support (Excerpted) 
Supervisors 
Dr. Quentin Kidd, University Provost, Christopher Newport University 
Dr. Bromley-Trujillo exemplifies all of the qualities of a SCHEV OFA winner in her work: she is a 
caring and thoughtful teacher and mentor, who has had a positive and lasting impact on 
countless students. She is a productive and well-published scholar, working at the intersection 
of some of the most important public policy issues of our time. She is a committed citizen of the 
University and her discipline whose service commitments are critical to the shared governance 
of both. And finally, she brings her work into the community and invites the public to engage, 
often giving talks and presentations on the latest Wason Center surveys as well as appearing in 
the media. Her work at the Wason Center is important in that it not only contributes to the public 
dialogue on issues, but it is also educational in nature and thus serves to break down the walls 
between the academy and the public in important and constructive ways. 
 
Dr. Tatiana Rizova, Dean, College of Social Sciences, Christopher Newport University 
I have had the privilege of witnessing Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s exceptional dedication to academic 
excellence, service to the community, and contributions to political science. As Research 
Director at the Wason Center, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo has consistently demonstrated a remarkable 
ability to lead and inspire others. Her tireless efforts in managing student call labs, conducting 
surveys, and planning events have significantly enhanced the Wason Center’s reputation and 
impact on the university and the Commonwealth. As someone who has taught political science 
for over twenty years now, I can testify to the unique teaching and mentoring talents of Dr. 
Bromley-Trujillo. Students sing praises about her teaching both on their course evaluations and 
during my personal interactions with them. The feedback about her presence and impact as a 
teacher-scholar that continues to impress me is her ability to engage students of all political 
stripes and viewpoints in healthy and respectful dialog. Everyone in her classroom and beyond 
feels welcome to be part of the conversation; no one is judged or unappreciated because of the 
views they hold. Most importantly, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo is so neutral, balanced, and deft at 
moderating debate that students themselves have not figured out her own political views. That 
is teaching mastery at its finest. Furthermore, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s commitment to public 
service and engagement with the community is admirable. Her willingness to dedicate many 
hours of her day sharing her knowledge and expertise through media interviews, public lectures, 
and community events demonstrates her dedication to making a positive impact on society. 
 
Colleague 
Dr. Joshua Basseches, Flowerree Assistant Professorship in Environmental Studies  
Dr. Bromley-Trujillo has been an outstanding collaborator and mentor to me as I further my work 
as an interdisciplinary social scientist focused on addressing climate and energy policy. She is a 
leader in this field, and the breadth and depth of her expertise is impressive. As a sociologist by 
training I was seeking to connect my work to conversations in political science, I identified Dr. 
Bromley-Trujillo as a leader in this field. Her publications, which are numerous and appear in top 
outlets in the field, have helped establish much of what we know about state climate policy. Dr. 
Bromley-Trujillo has also authored groundbreaking work on climate federalism and 
intergovernmental relations.  After I was invited by the director of the Climate Social Science 
Network to start a working group on U.S. State Politics in 2020, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo was the first 
person I approached in search of a Co-Chair. That began four years of partnership as both 
research collaborators and co-conveners of an ongoing workshop that has attracted a robust 
group of scholars. Throughout this collaboration, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo has demonstrated the 
breadth of her expertise and her organizational strengths. I continue to be in awe of her 
research productivity, which rivals that of scholars in the country’s top research universities, 
many of whom are engaged in significantly less teaching and service obligations. Based on her 
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research alone, never mind her other strengths as a teacher, mentor and public-facing scholar, I 
can think of nobody more deserving of this award. 
 
Community Leader 
Judy Ford Wason, Philanthropist and Campaign Consultant   
It is a privilege to support Dr. Bromley-Trujillo for the SCHEV Outstanding Faculty Award. I have 
enjoyed the opportunity to work closely with Dr. Bromley-Trujillo through the Wason Center for 
Civic Leadership over the last four years, where she works with students and conducts election 
and policy surveys. Becky and I share a vision that includes developing civic leaders of the 
future, informing discourse among the public on policy issues, and providing elected officials 
and campaigns with information on public views and voting intentions. In sum, Becky’s work in 
the Wason Center contributes to the democratic process. The Wason Center is nonpartisan and 
a trusted source of information in a politically divided world. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s work in 
drafting and analyzing surveys has been instrumental in achieving our shared goals.  In 
addition, she works closely with the Center’s scholarship recipients to give students valuable 
connections with community leaders. She also works with the students in writing an annual 
survey. These experiences help CNU students build leadership skills, while providing them 
important avenues through which to connect with the community. It brings me great joy to see 
her complete this work with such enthusiasm and dedication to the Commonwealth.   
 
Students 
Brooke Nixon, BS in Information Science and Psychology, Wason Lab Director 
I had the privilege of working closely with Dr. Bromley-Trujillo at the Wason Center at CNU. 
Under her leadership, hundreds of students engaged in hands-on work calling constituents and 
recording their views on political issues. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo’s thoughtful approach challenged 
us not just to put in our hours, but to think deeply about what we were contributing to. She 
emphasized the importance of understanding why research matters, encouraging us to listen to 
diverse perspectives and remain curious about patterns in the data. For many professors, the 
greatest lessons are taught in the classroom, but Dr. Bromley-Trujillo introduced an entirely new 
way of understanding and thinking critically about the communities we are a part of. At a time 
when politics seems to divide more than unite, her approach pushed us to see beyond the noise 
and see the state through a thoughtful and unified lens. Dr. Bromley-Trujillo also genuinely cares 
for her students. She regularly supports and attends student-led forums regarding campus 
issues, even after hours, showing her commitment to student-led advocacy. Her unwavering 
commitment to her students’ academic, personal, and professional growth epitomizes the 
qualities of an outstanding educator and distinguishes her as a well-deserving recipient of this 
prestigious award. 
 
Hunter Smith, BA in Political Science and Economics 
Dr. Bromley-Trujillo quickly became my favorite professor upon arriving at CNU. Her impressive 
breadth of knowledge ensured that students would always benefit from taking her classes, 
whether the topic was public policy, environmental politics, or political behavior. She 
immediately became very involved with CNU’s tradition of promoting undergraduate research, 
even encouraging me to submit a course paper to the CNU’s undergraduate research journal 
and providing me guidance during the revision process. Most importantly, Dr. Bromley-Trujillo is 
committed to fostering welcoming and safe environments for her students. Even during debates 
on controversial political issues, she facilitated discussions that ensured all student’s ideas and 
opinions were welcomed and respected. I can’t think of someone more deserving of this award 
than Dr. Bromley-Trujillo. Her excellent teaching benefitted my undergraduate education 
immensely, and her mentorship was instrumental in encouraging me to pursue graduate 
studies, including both an M.P.A. and a Ph.D.  


